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In central Mexico, right after the Spanish conquest, one of  the most urgent concerns within the 
indigenous nobility consisted in trying to preserve all those privileges they had and maintained in the 

past several years.

With the transition to the colonial regime, the

newcomers at first tried to keep the old indigenous

system of inheritance and dynastic succession

unchanged allowing, in the numerous political realities

that existed around Lake Texcoco, the noble lineages

to keep ruling as they did before the conquest.

However, despite a fairly simple political theory, it is

clear that already after these first years, the viceroys of

New Spain were forced to face multiple administrative

problems that resulted in a large number of lawsuits

over inheritances, territorial possessions and especially

the political - administrative positions.

In this unstable climate, the political struggle between the

various Texcocan nobles reached peaks of notable

violence: in 1539, one of the most important pipiltin in the

city, Don Carlos Ometochli, was executed at the stake

under the accusation of having continued to practice

idolatry, thus rejecting the new evangelical message arrived

with the Catholic cross of Spain. Without going into

detail, we see, especially by reading the letters of the

inquisitorial process initiated by the bishop of Mexico

Juan de Zumárraga, how a strong competition begins to

emerge between the different members of the Aculhua

elite and a first quite delineated and defined family

stratification.





The Oztoticpac Lands Map (together with its paired

Humboldt Fragment VI), shows all these territories,

precisely measured and calculated in their length and

width, combining two ways of communication, that is

to say the indigenous one, pictographic with the

images conveying the crucial message, and the western

one, written in alphabetic scripts or glosses that were

spread all over the document, recalling either stories

about each parcel or the dynastic belongings of each

ruler, whose rights were often lost amongst the mists

of time. The main actor and protagonist in this

litigation was don Antonio Pimentel Tlahuilotzin,

another pilli or noble, but descending from a cadet

line, as his mother was not one of the principal wives

of the old ruler Nezahualpilli.



To back up his position in front of the cabildo don

Antonio had to strongly work on two sides: firstly, he

had to convince the indigenous nobles that he had all

the rights to rule and therefore present himself as a

legitimate candidate for the cacicazgo; secondly, he

obviously needed to strengthen his role even in front

of the Spanish’s eyes. In order to achieve all this don

Antonio began and financed a huge promotional

campaign in which he presented himself as the great

leader of the community as well as the most legitimate

in the rulership, the only one able to enhance the

position of Texcoco.

The Boban Calendar Wheel, painted in 1538 when

don Pedro Tetlahuehuetzquititzin was the tlatoani of

Texcoco, is a perfect example of all this. In this

amazing document, we can see inside a calendrical

route that framework the page three different images

that synthesize the history of the altepetl of Texcoco,

culminating in the final message who needed to be

propagated.



In the upper part instead, is it possible to see two

different figures: don Antonio Pimentel and his

nephew don Hernando Chavez, respectively

represented as alcaldes, seated on their thrones with

these resting on a depiction of a mass of water and

of a mountain. The graphic diphrasism of these two

glyphs below (a typical expression of the Nahuatl

language) represents the words in atl in tepetl, a

metaphor meaning, ‘the altepetl”, that is to say the

representation of the “state” of Texcoco with the

two alcaldes staying over it in a position of power,

almost as rulers. This very strong image, together

with the rest of the document, could hint us that up

to that time there was an internal struggle within the

city as the real governor was indeed don Pedro

Tetlahuehuetzquititzin as stated before. Later on, the

two of them will achieve their purposes as they will

become the future rulers between 1539 and 1565,

despite belonging to a cadet line as mentioned

above.



Still in 1608, the castizo chronicler and historian from

Teotihuacan (a racial classification used to refer to people

who were three-quarters White by descent and one-

quarter Amerindian) Fernando de Alva Ixtlilxochitl,

presented in front of the municipalidades of San Salvador

Quahtlatzinco and of Otumba a whole bunch of sources

he used to write his masterpieces as the so-called Relaciones

and the Historia de la Nación Chichimeca, two works in which

he tried to back up his position: he needed to “legalize”

his sources because he built up a whole narrative in which

he presented himself as the legitimate successor of his

great grandfather don Hernando Cortés Ixtlilxochitl and

thus putting himself in the picture of becoming a valid

candidate for the most important offices in the city. In

order to this, as mentioned, he used as his sources some

of the most famous Mesoamerican codices that we know

nowdays, as the Codex Xolotl, and possibly the Mapa

Quinatzin and the Mapa Tlotzin.

“Todo lo que contienen los diez libros de la dicha Historia y

Crónica ha salido muy bueno y verdadero, sin ningún defecto;

y la relación que los principales de la ciudad de Texcoco le

dieron, está también muy cierta y verdadera.”
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